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Subject!    "Buying  Food  For  Government  Needs"    Information  from  distri"bution 
officials  of  the  War  Food  Administration. 

Wien  Uncle  Sam  goes  shopping  how  does  ho  do  it? 

Jor  a  long  time  through  different  parts  of  the  Government  he  has  "been  making 
roggostions  to  homemakcrs  to  help  them  in  their  shopping. 

Now  ho's  got  a  lot  of  shopping  to  do  himself  for  Lcnd-Lcasc  and  the  Armed  Forces 
In  addition  to  his  ordinary  peace-time  shopping.    How  is  he  doing  it? 

As  a  homemaker  you  protably  find  that  marketing  is  fairly  complicated.    You  take 
our  market  basket  on  your  arm    and  go  over  to  the  grocery  store.    You  v;alk  down  to 
Jus  meat  counter  with  the  idea  that  now  you've  saved  up  the  necessary  rations  you  can 
Bvc  a  roast  of  "beef.    At  the  meat  ^iountcr  you  find  that  the  butcher  has  several 
Ifforont  roasts  of  beef... a  chuck  roast,  a  rolled  rih  roast,  a  rolled  rump  roast, 
standing  rib  roast.    You  notice  that  the  standing  rib  roast  has  the  purple  stamp 
lich  says  what  grade  of  beef  it  is,  such  as  choice,  good,  commercial  and  so  on. 
Iftiich  one  of  these  roasts  are  you  to  choose?     It  is  a  complicated  question. 
Veil,  then,  how  do  you  suppose  Uncle  Sam,  who  is  buying  a  f  cv;  trainloads  of  meat 
day,  is  going  to  do  it? 

He  will  do  a  great  deal  of  it  froti  headquarters  in  Chicago  and  other  cities. 
B  will  start  out  with  those  grades  of  meat  that  he  has  recommended  to  homemakcrs 
DP  many  years.    Even  when  Uncle  Sam  b\iys"boned  beef  to  save  a  third  of  the  shipping 
l»co  ho  still  buys  it  according  to  its  grade. 

It  isn't  80  simple  for  him  to  go  and  pick  out  vihat  he  v;ants  and  take  it  home, 
t  tolls  the  meat  packers  what  he  wants,  how  many  million  pounds  of  it,  and  when  ho 
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^ts  it  to  te  delivered.    The  packers  v;ith  this  information  in  hand  make  their 
jffers. 

Uncle  Saa  and  the  seller  then  come    to  a  conclusion  aTjout  the  terms  of  the 

leal. 

Now  comes  the  part  of  seeing  that  the  terms  of  the  deal  are  observed.     In  the 
jacking  houses  Uncle  Sam  has  inspectors  vho  look  at  the  animals  before  they  are 
slaughtered  and  who  are  present  through  the  whole  dressing  process.     It  is  their 
itamp  "U.S.  Inspected  and  Passed"  v;hich  assures  Uncle  Sam  as  well  as  the  housewife 
that  they  are  "both  getting  perfectly  vrholesome  meat.    After  the  meat  is  dressed  and 
Moled  out  in  the  refrigerator  the  graders  go  over  it  carefully  and  grade  it.  Then 
It  is  ready  to  be  loaded  on  cars  and  sent  to  camps  in  this  country  or  overseas. 

When  the  meat  is  loaded  in  the  cars  it  is  up  to  Uncle  Sam  to  say  where  it  is  to 
50.   Hundreds  of  cars  of  course  go  to  the  camps  of  the  Armed  Services  in  this  coun- 
try.  Other  hundreds  go  directly  to  the  seaboard  and  are  there  loaded  on  boats  and 
lent  overseas.    If  ships  are  not  available  the  meat  goes  to  v/arehouses  that  are  con- 
reniently  located  to  the  seaboard.     There  the  meat  is  held  in  refrigeration  until 
jhipping  facilities  are  available. 

Uncle  Sam,  like  every  homeraaker,  has  to  provide  balanced  meals.    For  his 
Irmcd  Services  overseas  he  has  to  have  the  vegetables  in  cans  or  in  the  new  dehy- 
Irated  form. 

Again  he  does  as  he  has  recommended  to  homemakers  for  a  long  time.  He  gets  out 
t---3  specifications  for  the  different  grades  of  fruits  and  vegetables  and  goes  to  the 

-ers  with  the  list.    Many  times  the  canners  wjit  to  check  as  closely  as  they  can 
ja  their  canning  processes. 

^hey  get  Uncle  to  send  inspectors  v;ho  will  watch  every  step  of  the  canning 
process.    These  inspectors  will  vratch  ejid  know  the  grade  of  beans  that  goes  into 
e^ry  batch  of  numbered  cans.    They  make  out  certificates  covering  the  different 
lots  of  beans.    Then  Uncle  Sam,  or  aiiyone  else,  can  go  to  the  cannery's  warehouse 
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and  get  whatever  he  ^-/ants. 

Again  Uncle  Sam  does  with  caimed  snap  "beans  as  he  does  v/ith  almost  all  other 


LCts.    He  tells  the  canneries  what  grade  he  wants,  how  many  million  cans,  and 


if  the  Armed  Services  in  this  country,  but  many  of  them  go  overseas.    Naturally  a 


Vubstantial  reserve  is  held  in  warehouses  located  at  strategic  points  in  this  coun- 
try. 

All  in  all,  Uncle  Sam  follov;s  the  same  methods  that  he  has  recommended  to  home- 
Bakers  for  many  years.    The  main  difference  is  that  when  the  ordinary  homemaker 
gets  a  roast  of  beef.  Uncle  Sam  buys  a  trainload. . . when  the  honemaker  buys  a  can  of 
snap  beans. .  .Uncle  Sam  probably  buys  a  dozen  carloads. .  .when    Uncle  San  bui/'s  de- 
hydrated cranberries    he  buys  all  that  are  dehydrated  in  the  country.  .. and  the  hone- 
naker  doesn't  buy  any  at  all... and  when  the  homemaker  buys  a  can  of  evaporated 
nilk,  Uncle  3am  buys  a  shipload. ... 
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